•5, the Later Day Saints In 1, total 49, 
Includlnif the District of Columbia. 
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This is about Big Beartown and 
Little Beartown on the end of Droop 
Mountain, a place that many of you 
have heard about and few of you have 
seen. I have lived here and roamed 
these mountains for many years and 
1 had never gone to see these places 
until last week until my belated 
course in geology gave me the oppor* 
tunity to join an expedition there 
in company with Paul H. Price, 
Theodore C. Fearnow, and Calvin W. 
Price. This Mr. Fearnow is the fish 
' raiser that the State has just hired 
to improve the breed of fish and stock 
the streams. He has had the scien- ] 
tific experience necessary. He is the 
second generation of fish culturist, 
being a son of £. C. Fearnow, of the 
national Bureau of Fisheries, Wash 
ington. D. C. He is here locking 
over the conditions of fish life in this 
county. You will have the same 
trouble with his unusual name that 
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id ofl^ did, and I overcame It by calling I sIri 
I him Dreadnaught. I ^ 

This Beartown is a peculiar forma-1 to 
I tion in the rimrock of Droop Moun- 1 stu 
Ider- tain. This great mountain is a kind 1 
resi. I of a sport among the mountains of 1 
not! West Virginia, and it has not been I 
him greatly disturbed since it rose from 1 
has the sea beyond losing something like I 
jan-|a nine mile ’thickness of its super- jra* 
It I structure. It has weathered downj^^^ 
hat I to a place that discloses a rare kind I 
be- of glass sand that has given a name I 
su to this product of nature, and isn^^ 
t a I known far snd wide as Droop Moun 1 
ife I tain sandstone. I 

ten I I have hear of Beartown all my life! 
ihel without haying realized in the least I 
as I what it is like and Ido not know I ^ 
he J whether I will be able to describe itl ^ 
es I to you. As a matter of fact there is 1 
ils I something so unusual and uncanny I o 
w I about the place that it produces al° 
3ej feeling of unreality. I think how-j 
It I ever that one of the sensations islo 
(61 similar to that of the first sight of 18 
e I the Natural Bridge, classed as one of 1 1 
n (the wonders of the world. In addi-1 1 
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ujT souis I something so unusual and uncanny 
-> know ' about the place that it produces a 
feeling of unreality. I think how¬ 
ever that one of the sensations is 
similar to that of the first sight of 
the Natural Bridge, classed as one of 
the wonders of the world. In addi¬ 
tion to that it might serve as a place 
distion of retreat for a Rip VanWinkle. Also 
as to as a home of witches and goblins and 
elves, and the squidcumsquees that 


of itl 
no pr| 


of the 

i po W- 

odged 
■aggJe 
ir op 
itute 

I 

.xan , 
■ 

r of 


swallow themselves. It is not like a 
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rattlesnake den. One feels that such 
creatures would not be allowed to 
live there. But 1 did see the hole 
that wanks live in. 
j To reach this natural 
I vou turn off the road 
church near the Greenbrier line on 
the Seneca Trail, State Highway 
numoer 24, about seventeen miles 
from 3Iar!inton. The side road leads 
by several farms fcr more than a 
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Gi<ii]aDd place, now occupied 
SOD, John Gilliland. This side 
*' rou^h for cars but is passable 
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aarlh !• • K»P‘"« ’*«***» J*' 

tifiwarj **V#p Into. TUt; 

(•f«vlr« la alK»ot li.raa f»*t bro* 4 l, 
itftr rt>*t lonif. and iwantf faat elaap 
A fall lnU> It woii!d kll. or Injura and 
It would l>a Imp^lnl* In nat out’ 
without halp Than foi ..wa daap 
Irraifular Bpa<’* • wallad wl'h parpan 
dicular cllffa and It U p<.aalbla to 
clamlKir down Into of tl>a piaoaa 
7 ’lia darpaat la tha p a**# that If's' 
aha(la<l and aaolud* ! that ha haa tMan 
known to ramalri thart th« w)»oU 
Niimmar throuirli. but of lata laar' 
the loa la carried away Llttla Haar 
town dora not praaant tlia app«*aranet 
of aver havini; bean Inhahitad bt 
man nr intaiit, thoui(b It la tMincatva 
bla that baara may have denned 
tliare. 

(In the ntliar hand lliic heartown 
with lie atreeta and allaya and (hr 
lari^e mimher of lower and upper 
hirtha, and holea, appears to havi 
been peopled by cave liwellara. The 
walla are about aa bitcb aa two storied 
housea and a atreet runs from ten t( 
twenty feet broad. We did not have 
time to take meaaureinenU. Thert 
are many placea that would alTord 
shelter to men, Some of the apart* 
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are many places that wouia auu.u. 
cHoir.nr to men. Some of the apart-! 


• I shelter to men. »ome oi linc 
'‘^Iments are close to the level of the I c« 
I street, but others are well out of the I 
‘® I reach of the sabre toothed tiger or I 
I the tree eaters even. The mos' I li 
elaborate apartment was up about ten 1 1 
I feet and appeared to have hand and 11 
I foot holds cut in the rock at conven 11 
'"I lent places as though in the Neolitii |< 
^licage the cave dwellers had formed| 
*'|a rude ladder to the place. This hole! 

I in the wall was about eleven feet in-| 

to the clifif, I 

lt6S, I I 

In I There had been a heavy rain bull 
49 I the streets were not running with I 
’ I water, but I think that in very heav^i I 
I rains that they would show streams I 
j^jBig Beartown is said to cover ten 
I acres of ground but the woods were 
^ylso thick that of this we could not 
rg I judge accurately and we did not have 
time to explore it with any degree of 
j thoroughness. 

About all we did was to enter the 
^ I silent city on Rock Street and con 
tinue along it for a certain number 
of rods until we came to an alley that 
led us to Stone Street on which we 
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Aboiiti all wu did was to enter the 
silent city on Rock Street and con 
timie alniiK: it for a certain number 

ttf foilH iiiitill wn oiaiiio to tan ^lley 

ItuI (IN Lo Slone Street on whlcli we 
ceine beoU until another side street 
led ns to the Noollthle Apartments, 
and after a few hewllderioK turns In 
that part of tlie city, we came back to 
tlio old Indian trail and then home. 

'J’he n:eoloKdst says tliat It is a part 
of tlie proctss tliat all tlie mountains 
are underKroliiK In tlielr return to the 
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tlie sun are all workinjr on the rock 
ami destroyhur it. There are a 
luimher of places on Droop Mountain 
where the rim rock shows these same 
.sl>{ns of erosion. 

My Immediate hurry to ifet down 
to Heartown was developed In the 
study of the history of Captain Wil¬ 
liam i'oajje, one of the tirst settlers 
of the Levels part of the county, _ 
about whom we had a ijoodeal to say j ^ * 
last week. Ills house duriin? 
Ivevolution was on the Levels Ter j 
race about a mile from Greenbrier 
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county alone. 

In Lewis county one Heziklah Hess 
made an adldavlt to the etiect that in 
the year 1777, that he was engaged 
as a spy and a ranger under Captain 
William Poage at his fort in the 
Levels and that in August of that 
year, that about a hundred Indian 
warriors appeared on Locust Creek 
near the lower end o( Droop Moun 
tain. That Captain Poage formed a 
junction with Mie men of Captain 
“Chain’' (Chaney) and marched to 
attack them and found them conceal¬ 
ed among rocks and fallen timber. 
There the Indians were attacked and 
routed. The Indians lost eleven men, 
none wounded, and the whites had 
live men wounded, no fatalities. The 
Indians were pursued as fas as 
Gauley Mountain but escaped 
Hess names many of the streams of 
this section. He speaks of the kill 
Ing on Tygarts Valley river and the 
raid on Anthony’s Creek, and all his 
facts are true. 

After Hess had drawn his pension 
for a time there was an investigation 
and lie was dropped from the payroll 
on tlie ground that he was too young 
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Indians were pursued as fas 
Gauley Mountain but escaped. 

Hess names many of the streams of 
this section. He speaks of the kill 
ing on Tyjfarts Valley river and the 
raid on Anthony’s Creek, and all hU 
facts are true. 

After Hess had drawn his pension 
for a time there was an investigation 
and he was dropped from the payroll 
on the ground that he was too young 
a man to have fought in the Revo 
lution, but so far as 1 have heard his 
statements as to the activities of 
Captain Poage’s command have never 
been questioned. Only his part in 
them. 1 am inclined to believe that 
the Indians were found in Beartown 
and routed. 

Set down Beartown as one of the 
great sights of Pocahontas County. 
The other day in Beartown we had 
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